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Subject: The Jefferson Road Expansion Project concerns!    

Message: To: The Honorable Jim Justice  
       1900 Kanawha Street  
       Charleston, WV 25305  
 
I immediately direct you to my concern regarding a road project involving Jefferson Park in South Charleston, WV. The 
original project was slated to remove a number of homes on Jefferson Road and Park Street to expand the Jefferson Road 
feed to Corridor G. While this was never a desirable project to many living in Jefferson Park it would still have allowed many 
homes to have remained standing. An expanded project was then outlined in what could and should be considered an 
unauthorized meeting as the meeting was never properly publicized to all residents of Jefferson Park. What little advertising 
of the meeting that did occur was without the two weeks’ notice required of such a gathering.  
The expanded project calls for an additional twenty-one family homes to be taken in order to develop a “green space” with 
the cost of said development being initially placed at approximately two million dollars. The unbelievable irony is that such a 
space already exists and with monies totaling approximately 10,000 dollars or less could be improved upon and continued in 
service as such a “green space”. The playground area in Jefferson Park has been in existence for at least the last sixty years. 
Changes and improvements were made to this area within the last 20 years and there is a small basketball court, swings, 
and a climbing/sliding apparatus for children. Improvements could include a full-size basketball court with backboards and 
hoops, new swings, a new climbing apparatus, a marked off area to play baseball and/or football, and perhaps some ground 
treatment under the swings and climbing structure.  
Development of a “green space” beside what will become a major thoroughfare seems counter to the safety of pedestrians 
and drivers. The state police will also have to “drive through” Jefferson Park often as they will be prevented from turning left 
out of the barracks once the new road is in place. The constraints of an additional two million dollars to fund this project also 
seems counterintuitive to the budget deficit in the state of WV.  
As it stands now, taking additional homes from Jefferson Park will be driving individuals and families from their homes. In so 
doing, the subsequent generations, who we are working so hard to keep in WV, are also being driven away because they are 
losing their connections to the people, homes, and memories that provide strong attachments.  
I urge you to look into this matter with expediency. Please favor me with a reply.  
                                                         
                                                        Sincerely,  
 
                                                        Virginia E. West Stewart  
714 Park Street  
South Charleston, WV 25309  
304-531-4656  
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